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SENATE BI LL 6231

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Shin

Read first time 01/ 14/ 08. Referred to Conmttee on Natura
Resources, Ocean & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to inproving the coordination of marine protected
areas in Washington; and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The Ilegislature finds that WAshington
contains an array of marine protected areas nmanaged by state, federal,
tribal, and |ocal governnents. The many entities nmanaging marine
protected areas have developed distinct goals for protected areas,
criteria for protected area establishnent, managenent practices,
term nol ogy, and nonitoring practices for these areas. The |legislature
supports all efforts to protect, conserve, and sustainably nanage
marine |ife and resources. However, the |legislature finds that
addi tional coordination between marine protected areas managers w ||
i nprove the collective resource protection capacity of marine protected
areas in Washi ngton. The legislature further finds that additiona
coordi nati on between state agencies and | ocal governnents and citizens
will increase local involvenent in, and the success of, marine
protected areas.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The marine protected areas work group is
established. The work group shall:

(a) Examne the current inventory and managenent of Washington's
mari ne protected areas;

(b) Devel op recommendati ons to i nprove coordi nati on and consi stency
anong nmarine protected areas and marine protected areas mnmanagers
regarding goals for protected areas, criteria for protected area
establishment, managenent practices, termnology, and nonitoring
practices;

(c) Devel op recommendations to inprove the integration of science
into marine protected area establishnent and managenent deci sions;

(d) Devel op recommendations to further integrate |ocal governnents
and nongovernnental organi zations into the establishment and nmanagenent
of marine protected areas; and

(e) Provide any other recomrendations to i nprove the effectiveness
of marine protected areas in Washi ngton.

(2) The director of fish and wildlife, or the director's designee,
shall chair the work group. The chair shall invite representatives of
state agencies and l|ocal governnents with jurisdiction over or that
manage marine protected areas in Washington to participate in the work
gr oup. These entities nust include, but are not limted to, the
departnent of fish and wildlife, the departnent of natural resources,
the state parks and recreation comm ssion, and appropriate marine

resources commttees. The chair shall invite representatives of
appropriate federal agencies and tribal governnments to participate in
the work group. The chair may also invite other appropriate state

agencies to participate in the work group. The chair is responsible
for convening the work group and for directing the work of the work
gr oup. State agencies invited to participate in the work group nust
participate and work cooperatively with the departnent of fish and
wildlife to carry out this act.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "marine protected area" neans
a geographic marine or estuarine area designated by a state, federal,
tribal, or local governnment in order to provide |long-term protection
for part or all of the resources within that area.

(4) By Decenber 1, 2009, the work group nust provide the
appropriate commttees of the legislature wth: (a) An inventory of
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1 marine protected areas in Washington; and (b) a summary of the issues
2 and recommendati ons identified under subsection (1)(b) through (e) of
3 this section.

~-- END ---
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